Georgina cat rescurer just got ‘carried away’

Now sheltering 96 cats and 8 dogs

There weren’t always this many – 25 litter boxes to clean, 10 stainless steel bowls to fill, more than 100 furry bodies to mind.  But the numbers just grew.  And Barb Stanley promised each and every one they would be okay.

Now, the cat rescue operation the 57 year old part-time accountant runs out of her Georgina home has grown to 96 cats and eight dogs.  And Georgina council wants it to end.  In its first meeting, the new council voted to grant Stanley another nine months to get down to the three dogs and three cats allowed under the town’s animal control bylaw.

That’s a generous extension from the previous council, which in October gave her 90 days to get rid of the animals after a neighbor complained about the barking.  Since then, she’s managed to trim her animal population by two dogs.

“Truthfully, it stinks,” James Demoraes, who lives across the street, told council.  Ninety cats and 10 dogs in the house severely depreciates the property… Ms. Stanley has no plans to comply with the order issued.”

“I got carried away,” Stanley said.  Councillor Margaret Jordan said the town wants to work with her. “We want to see those cats adopted out into good homes and I certainly recognize that it takes time,” she said.

“Even though she’s doing something good—it’s wonderful that she’s got them spayed and neutered –the fact is the neighbors beside her have legitimate concerns over the noise from the dogs and the odours being emitted from the cats.”

Stanley said she knows about 100 people in Georgina who rescue cats.  “There’s such a need out there… People move and leave them.”  Stanley, who’s lived in Georgina for a decade, says she’s nearly gone broke taking care of her animals.  Food and litter cost $800 a month, and all of her cats are spayed or neutered.  (It costs about $175 for spaying or neutering and shots.)

Her cats stay in a large garage heated by an oil furnace.  A window opens into a chain-link fully enclosed pen so the animals can go outside, she says.  Her dogs live in her home.  “I believe it’s God’s job for me,” said the widow, even though she is allergic to cats.

She’s picked up kittens abandoned on the side of the road and live-trapped stray cats in alleyways or in friends’ backyards.  People who find strays and can’t take them know to call her.  She found Ivy in a friend’s yard, tired and disheveled, nursing three kittens.  “She’s a purr machine and she’s gained 10 pounds,” Stanley said.  “Kids and animals need protection and there are a lot of people who can protect kids.”  She paused, sighed tiredly.  “It’s a labor of love.”
