PIONEERS
Pioneers are people who lead their way into a land unknown to them.  Over 100 years ago, these pioneers were exploring unknown lands in the world.  Today’s pioneers are exploring the unknown regions of space.  Although these pioneers are separated by time, they have many of the same constraints.

When pioneers left their homes to explore new lands, they typically traveled in covered wagon.  These prairie schooners were very small, so only the most essential items could be taken.  After the pioneers left their homes, they often did not see the friends and family they left behind again.  

Communication was also difficult, so many of these people did not hear from family and friends ever again.  

Astronauts on the Space Shuttle and Space Station face some of the same problems.  There is limited room, so they learn to do without many of the items we are accustomed to having on Earth.  They do without their families, but they can make phone calls and send e-mails to help fill the void, as well as take photos with them.  They do without a soft comfy bed, but they do their best with sleeping bags and weird-shaped beds.  They do without gourmet meals, showers, trees, grass, and flowers, but they get a great view of the Earth and the immensity of space.  They do without their satellite TV and movie theaters, but they compensate with closed circuit TV and lots of videos.  They do without the interaction of friends and co-workers, and instead bond closely with their crew mates.

